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Wecology, or how We’ll Winter Our Wintry Economy
[bookmark: _GoBack]	As autumn weather withers trees and lengths of light, leaves fall as quickly as the sun. A world of change is in effect; we feel its flux, and its consequences are evident. The incipient decline will further into winter, a time when only those prepared well will fare to spring, reinvigorated. Anything that goes unnurtured goes away, lost in the lull of degeneration. Economic sustenance is of the essence. 
This autumn marks three years since the stock market crash and the onset of the economic recession. That collapse of the financial powers that be sent shock waves through the world economy that reverberate still today. Changes are in effect, but none have been able to turn the tide of decline: entire nations are sinking into debt crises; U.S. unemployment is high and stagnant; and the equality gap continues to widen as wealth continues to concentrate. Like a tree dropping leaves as the temperature falls towards winter, our country is pruning expenses it deems excessive. The axe often falls on social services such as health care, education, and rehabilitation, yet these slashes affect the majority of the already marginalized population. What’s more, little is being done to curb the systemic regression instigating these expurgations, and economists don’t predict the economic climate to improve any time soon. As our politicians convene and contend to decide the next course of cuts to balance the budget, most consent to more imbalanced reductions of services to the people they themselves serve. However, if we hope to move past this recession, we must rethink our economy’s retrogression and reform it to sustainably proliferate by truly embracing the diversity that is the essence of all progress.
In this time of economic stagnancy, debts are compounded and interest is consolidated to balance the deficient securities founding remunerative cessation. Obligatory ties to unnecessary costs must be cut, but money is rarely understood as extraneous to real cost. Heads of households know that balancing a budget requires more foresight than hindsight, yet our heads of state seem ignorant to this insight. As they continue to reduce social services, they inhibit the mobility of their constituents. These policies of social reduction enacted by political principals counteract the balance they purport. By removing these fiscal expenditures, our country may achieve provisory financial equilibrium, but the proviso is an economic vitality of its citizens—its economic lifeblood, its stock for potential growth—that is unsustained. Our nation, in its conception, is a compound asset in debt to its principal interest: its people. So it is backwards that a government “of the people, by the people, and for the people” would, at a point of crisis, elect austerity measures subservient to money rather than its citizens. 
This dystopian deference discourages the corpus of the country, leaving them disenfranchised and disaffected. Evidentially, a gathering in Manhattan known as “Occupy Wall Street” protested the concentration of wealth and consequently, its control over the government. The movement, which spread across the country and the world, demonstrated the lack of motility for citizens of today’s economy: its participators were mostly unemployed, stayed in the same public place, and were ultimately unheard. As they are forced to leave their places of occupation, they return to their place in the economy with no occupations, less services, and bleak futures. The imbalanced systems they objected return to their businesses as usual, though their current state of affairs is historically unusual. With political and economic tumult globalized, people are rising to this trying occasion and challenging current systems in place; nevertheless, these systems go on without heed to those that accord their existence. Because the economic and political modus operandi are systemically not functioning nor adapting to those whom they serve, their current relevance requires examination.
When structures that augment order only supplement disorder to that on which they are founded, those structures are obsolete. Our government was established upon principles outlaid by Thomas Jefferson in the Declaration of Independence and influenced greatly by John Locke’s social contract theory, which conjectures political authority as derived from consent of the governed for the insurance of their rights. Jefferson argues that people can grieve what is tolerable, but when a government, “pursuing invariably the same object envinces a design to reduce them under absolute despotism, it is… the right of the people to alter or abolish it.” Those words ring as true and relevant today as they were during the American Revolution; similarly, today’s political system has forsaken the insurance of its people for economic gain, leading to a despotic state ruled by money. But this egregious shirking of social responsibilities for fiscal ones has concentrated the provisional numismatic wealth into few and is bankrupting not only our country’s government, nor its people, but also the entire systems of economy and value.
Like a tree that concentrates its accumulated wealth of resources into its core in preparation for winter, we must concentrate our resources towards their most sustainable use. If our government, our voice of the people, continues to trim expenditures for its people, our country’s wealth will continue to concentrate into hands that have dealt with their wealth irresponsibly, and the plunge into disarray and discontent will perpetuate itself. It is obvious that our current measure of economy—the system of distribution and consumption of goods and services—money—the quantifiable value we place on goods and services—is a deficient system of value, because it has bankrupted our value system. Thus, it is imperative that we construct new ways of utilizing the tools of order we have to reassume a balance of order that can be sustained. We must return our focus to what is needed for societal survival if we are to survive as societies.
Societies are conglomerations of individuals into communities for economic employment of the resources they offer. These resources are varied, extending from roles of education that prepare forthcoming members for their roles, to roles of specialized labor to transfer natural resources to goods ready for consumption, to roles of administration maintaining order. The proviso of societal formation is the ability to transmit information among members, and the smallest unit of communities is those of families. In fact, societies as we know them are spawned from the primal bond between mother and offspring and the education she provides to her young. Language is the apparatus that allows for education to be accomplished on the broad scale that societies have grown to, but education is still at the core of societal formation, continuation, and evolution—evolution that has generated the specialized tools we know today as politics and economics. So if we are to reform these systems that in current application are defunct, we, as a society, must do so from our most elementary level: education. Thus, trimming back education to seek balance (of a budget, economy, or society) only trims our potential for future growth, not only past, but also out of the problems being addressed.
Our future as a society resides in its future members, the generations that succeed us. For those generations to succeed in our society, they must be prepared—educated—to do so. Currently, our education is failing us. Students are primarily learning how to become members of a shrinking workforce, and even this is being taught poorly. Upcoming generations must be able to generate solutions to complex problems that require a faculty for creative thinking that our current education does not foster. Indeed, through today’s pedagogy, students’ ways of solving problems must conform to ways already known. But if students are to be able to solve new problems presented by unforeseen circumstances, their creativity must be nourished. This nourishment of creativity will flourish in diverse ways of thinking and problem-solving, allowing for novel quandaries to be answered with originality. This fostering of diversity of thought will manifest itself in diverse opinion and enterprise, which will do well to redistribute power and wealth throughout the corpus of society. Economic and political growth will develop with respect to all members of the societal community, valuing each member as a richly developed resource. Only through an educational overhaul, in which people again value each other as the chief components of any structure, can we sustainably restructure our society according to systems in place today. 
	To overcome our economic decline, we must afford ourselves the potential for development. We cannot afford the continual devaluation of people as mere subjects of the structures they construct. We must redress the inequalities of wealth produced by inequitable systems of order and value. We must reinvest our interests into the principal interest of society, education. By educating the constituents of our future, we can affect our present disaffection for the better and resolve our current problems of inequality, thereby restoring balance to the imbalanced economy and its budget. 

